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Fear, love, and trust in God above all things 
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Sunday, February 11, 2018  

 

 

1. Recall the six parts of Ancient Near Eastern covenant pattern:  

 

Preamble 

Historical prologue 

Stipulations 

Preservation and re-reading 

Call to witnesses 

Blessings and curses 

 

What purpose did the stipulations serve? 

 

DISCUSS: The stipulations make up the biggest portion of Deuteronomy (4:44-

26:19). Because of this, readers may think that the Old Testament 

was predominantly laws and that the law was more important than 

the gospel for God’s Old Testament people. How should we respond? 

 

 

2. Read Deuteronomy 5:1-22.  

 

DISCUSS: Jews and Christians all refer to the Ten Commandments, but Christian 

denominations do not all number them in the same way. Are you 

familiar with the different ways they are numbered? 

 

DISCUSS: Some Christians have understood 5:8 as a prohibition of all statues 

and artistic representations in their churches, and as a result their 

churches are often bare and plain. Is it proper to have paintings, 

stained glass, or other works of art in our churches? 

 

DISCUSS: Your grandmother says, “When I was growing up, stores were closed 

on Sundays and people took every Sunday as a ‘day of rest.’ People 

then had more respect for the Word of God and they would have more 

respect for the Word today too if we would treat Sunday as the 

Sabbath day” (see 5:15). Agree or disagree? 

 

DISCUSS: Is all killing “murder” (5:17)? Does God permit capital punishment, or 

is that a violation against the fifth commandment? If God permits 

capital punishment, does He also require governments today to carry 

it out? Why or why not? 

 



 

3. Read Deuteronomy 6:1-9. The Jewish Shema, the confession of faith in one God, is 

in verse 4, and the source of Jewish practices of mezuzahs and tefillin is in verses 7-

9. The summary of the “first table” of the Law is in verse 5 (see Matthew 22:35-38). 

 

DISCUSS: In verse 7, Moses told parents to impress these commandments on 

their children. What was the most important thing you learned from 

your parents about being a Christian? Did you learn more from what 

they told you or from what they showed you in their lives?  

 

 

4. Read Deuteronomy 7:1-9 and 9:1-6. Why did God choose Israel to be His people 

(or maybe the question is, “For what reasons did God not choose Israel?”). An oft-

repeated poem remarks, “How odd of God to choose the Jews.” Sometimes some 

people answer, “It’s not so odd—the Jews chose God.” According to a rabbinic story 

popular at Jesus’ time, at Mt. Sinai offered His covenant to all the nations on earth, 

but no nation was willing to give up its pet sins to become God’s people. Finally, the 

story goes, Israel said, “We alone will obey your commands, so that we will become 

your people.” That story turned God’s grace upside down. 

 

A better answer would be: “Not odd of God to choose the Jews—if through one 

Jew the rest are blessed.” 

 

 DISCUSS: God wanted Old Testament Israel to remain separate from its 

neighbors. How much should Christians “keep their distance” from 

unbelieving people around them? 

 

 

5. Read Deuteronomy 8:1-18. Notice the concerns Moses expressed about Israel’s 

future spiritual lives in the Promised Land after they would become settled and 

secure in the land. 

 

 DISCUSS: Many Christians, including some Lutherans, look back on their 

childhoods and feel that they heard too much law and not enough 

(maybe not any?) gospel as they were growing up. Perhaps this was 

more in the models they were given than in the actual teachings they 

received. 

 

Do you feel this has been your experience? Have you grown to 

appreciate the gospel more as you have grown older? Have you tried 

to maintain a better balance of law and gospel with your own 

children? 
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