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1. Read Deuteronomy 1:1-5. What is the setting for the book? The name Deuteronomy 

means a “second law,” referring to the second time Moses gave the law, this time to 

a new generation of Israelites about to go into the Promised Land. 

 

 

2. What are some of the obstacles or difficulties you encounter when you read the Old 

Testament? 

 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f.  

g. 

h. 

i. 

j. 

 

DISCUSS: Agree or disagree? Since people can learn everything they need to 

know about Jesus from the New Testament, it may be more trouble 

than it is worth to have them read the Old Testament too. 

 

3. The book of Deuteronomy and other parts of Old Testament Israel’s laws reflect a 

covenant pattern that was widely used in the second millennium before Jesus. This 

covenant pattern had six parts: 

 

Preamble 

Historical prologue 

Stipulations 

Preservation and re-reading 

Call to witnesses 

Blessings and curses 

 

DISCUSS: “Israel’s obedience was never meant to effect God’s covenant, but to 

reflect it. God did not ask Israel to obey in order to become his people 

but because he had already made them his people” (Deuteronomy 

People’s Bible, 10). Was that just as true in the Old Testament as it is 

for us today? Why do you think so? 
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4. Skim Deuteronomy 1:5-4:41. Notice that these chapters are the historical prologue, 

in which Moses selected past events from Israel’s 40-year trek through the 

wilderness. Notice that the events recall the LORD’s constant mercy but also Israel’s 

repeated rebelliousness.  

 

Notice these references: At that time we took all [King Sihon’s] towns and 

completely destroyed them—men, women and children. We left no survivors 

(Deuteronomy 2:34) and: We completely destroyed [King Og’s cities], as we 

had done with Sihon king of Heshbon, destroying every city—men, women and 

children. But all the livestock and the plunder from their cities we carried off 

for ourselves (Deuteronomy 3:6-7). 

 

 

DISCUSS: Readers of the Old Testament are sometimes shocked to find that 

some parts of the Old Testament encourage and even glorify the 

destruction of entire cities. How do we defend this—or should we not 

try to defend it? 

 

 

5. Read Deuteronomy 3:21-29 in conjunction with Numbers 20:1-13. Was Moses 

right to say that “because of you [the Israelites] the LORD was angry with me”? 

What had Moses done to disqualify himself from entering the Promised Land? 

 

 

DISCUSS: This incident happened to Moses late in his life, when he was a mature 

leader. What lesson can veteran Christians learn from this account of 

Moses’ life? 

 

 

6. In a typical ancient Middle Eastern covenant, the historical prologue was the part in 

which the participants recalled all the ways in which the more powerful ruler had 

been good to the weaker ruler or country. If you were writing your own historical 

prologue, what goodnesses of God would you recount in your life? 

 

 

 

 

 

Thou on my head in early youth didst smile, 

And though rebellious and perverse meanwhile, 

Thou hast not left me, oft as I left Thee. 

On to the close, O Lord, abide with me. 

   (The Lutheran Hymnal, 552:6) 


