
 

 



 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son  +  and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are those whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have 

followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. We have offended you and sinned 

against your holy law. We have done those things which we should not have done. Have mercy 

on us, Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave 

his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  +  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well‑being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

 



 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you sent your one and only Son as the Word of life for our eyes to see and our ears to 

hear. Help us believe what the Scriptures proclaim about him and do the things that are pleasing in 

your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

14 “For a long time I have kept silent, 

    I have been quiet and held myself back. 

But now, like a woman in childbirth, 

    I cry out, I gasp and pant. 
15 I will lay waste the mountains and hills 

    and dry up all their vegetation; 

I will turn rivers into islands 

    and dry up the pools. 
16 I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, 

    along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; 

I will turn the darkness into light before them 

    and make the rough places smooth. 



 

These are the things I will do; 

    I will not forsake them. 
17 But those who trust in idols, 

    who say to images, ‘You are our gods,’ 

    will be turned back in utter shame. 
18 “Hear, you deaf; 

    look, you blind, and see! 
19 Who is blind but my servant, 

    and deaf like the messenger I send? 

Who is blind like the one in covenant with me, 

    blind like the servant of the LORD? 
20 You have seen many things, but you pay no attention; 

    your ears are open, but you do not listen.” 
21 It pleased the LORD 

    for the sake of his righteousness 

    to make his law great and glorious. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hear my voice when I call, O LORD; 

   be merciful to me and answer me. 

Do not hide your face from me, 

   do not turn your servant away in anger;  

      you have been my helper. 

Do not reject me or forsake me, 

   O God my Savior. 



 

Though my father and mother forsake me, 

   the LORD will receive me. 

I am still confident of this: 

   I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 

Wait for the LORD; 

   be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

   and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the 

fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases the 

Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 It is 

shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13 But everything exposed by the light 

becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated becomes a light. 14 This is why it is said: 

“Wake up, sleeper, 

    rise from the dead, 

    and Christ will shine on you.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. 



 

1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 

man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God 

might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is 

coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s 

eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went 

and washed, and came home seeing. 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on which Jesus had 

made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him 

how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now 

I see.” 

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” 

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided. 

17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he 

opened.” 

The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 

34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at 

birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw 

him out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and 

when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the 

Son of Man?” 

36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that 

I may believe in him.” 

37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he 

is the one speaking with you.” 

38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he 

worshiped him. 

39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this 

world, so that the blind will see and those who see 

will become blind.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 



 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Naught be all else to me, save that thou art 

Thou my best thought by day and by night, 

Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

Be thou my wisdom, 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 

Thou my redeemer, my love, 

Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 

Great God of heaven, my victory won, 

May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 



 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He  

descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Heavenly Father, because of our sins, we justly deserve to suffer both your curse during our time on 

earth and your condemnation eternally in hell. But we plead for your mercy, because your Son, Jesus, 

suffered the punishment our sin deserved. For his sake you have forgiven our sins and cleansed us 

from all unrighteousness. Now, trusting that he will intercede for us, we dare to ask for your blessing. 

Merciful God and Father, Lord of all creation, we are weary and discouraged because of the pandemic 

that has settled in our land. Be present with your comfort among those most directly affected by this 

illness. Give to our leaders and all in authority a special measure of wisdom and patience as they carry 

out their tasks. Help us as Christian citizens to reflect your love in all we do. Make us truly grateful 

for all the blessings you provide each day as our loving Creator. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

We commit to your care our bodies and souls and all things, because you have purchased us to be your 

own with the sacrifice of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

http://www.gracedowntown.org/giving/


 

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let 

nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy 

people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The 

Lord look on you with favor and  +  give you peace. 

Amen. 



 



 


