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W o r s h i p  t h e  L o r d  w i t h  G l a d n e s s  
T h e  P e o p l e  

If you can watch a sermon on YouTube and listen to Christian music through 
Pandora, why gather for worship? What’s the big deal? What’s the point, and why 
do we do what we do when we gather for worship? Let’s discover the answers 
and renew our joyful response to the Lord’s call to worship. 

 
I n  l i f e ,  w h a t  d o  p e o p l e  d o  f o r  G o d ?  
 
Worship in the broad sense = Ro 12:1 – _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Luther: “Here you have the true honor and worship that please God, which God also commands under penalty of eternal 
wrath, namely, that the heart should know no other consolation or confidence than in him, nor let itself be torn from 
him, but for his sake should risk everything and disregard everything else on earth” (LC, p. 388). 
 
How do you grow in faith? How do you get better / grow in Christian living? 
 
 
I n  w o r s h i p ,  w h a t  d o  p e o p l e  d o  f o r  G o d ?  
 
Worship in the narrow sense –  ________________________________________________________________________ 
    ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
“Corporate worship has as its primary function the service of God to his people. However, that principle does not 
disallow or devalue the fact the corporate worship is also a service of the congregation to God. That God looks for a 
sacrificium from his children does not compromise the primacy of his beneficium. Jesus told his followers, ‘You did not 
choose me, but I chose you – that’s the gift. But Jesus continued: ‘I chose you and appointed you to bear fruit – fruit that 
will last’ – that’s the sacrifice (John 15:16). This, of course, is not a sacrifice which merits the gift but which results from 
an appreciation for the gift.” (J.P.Tiefel, Enduring Emphases in Lutheran Worship, p.22) 
 
“liturgy” literally means: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ps 95:6 
Ps 122:1 
Eph 3:12 
He 10:25 
1 Cor 14:26 
Col 3:16 
Eph 5:19-20 
 
“The worship which the believer offers to God in the narrow sense of the word is also commanded by God, who calls on 
his people to pray, praise and give thanks, to confess, adore and acclaim, to sing, rejoice and make music. The passages 
from Scripture in which God encourages, yes, commands, this sort of worship are too numerous and too obvious to even 
begin to recount. But this thread runs through them all: where there is failure to offer this specific worship, we find 
condemnation; where this is remembrance to offer it, we find commendation.” (ibid., p.23) 
 
The sacrament of the altar (holy communion) was intended for ______________________________________________ 
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“When in speaking and singing [the believer] recalls and recounts the blessings of God, the repetition of the form has 
great value. It is true enough that reiterative forms carry the risk of becoming vain babbling; it is just as true that forms 
which are forever new bear the risk of allowing nothing to sink its teeth into the fiber of the believer's heart and soul. If 
the dictum LEX ORANDI, LEX CREDENDI is true, then this dictum is also true: REPETITIO MATER STUDIORUM. It is self-
evident that Christians will not recall on their deathbeds all the beautiful forms of our ‘special services’ with anything 
approaching the thoroughness with which they recall well-worn hymns, prayers and liturgies.” (ibid. p.25) 
 
 
P u t t i n g  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  
 
Which are beneficium (B) and which are sacrificium? (S) 

____ Hymns 
____ Confession 
____ Absolution 
____ Kyrie 
____ Gloria 
____ Prayer of the Day (and “Amen”) 
____ 1st Reading 
____ Psalm 
____ 2nd Reading 
____ Gospel acclamation 
____ Gospel 

____ Sermon 
____ Creed 
____ Prayer of the Church 
____ Preface 
____ Sanctus 
____ Prayer of Thanksgiving 
____ Lord’s Prayer 
____ Words of Institution 
____ Agnus Dei 
____ Distribution 
____ Blessing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
September 29, 2019 Sunday Bible Class 

“Worship the Lord with Gladness” … The Polish 
 

Blessed Jesus, at your Word 
We are gathered all to hear you. 
Let our hearts and souls be stirred 
Now to seek and love and fear you, 
By your teachings, sweet and holy, 
Drawn from earth to love you solely. 
 

Gracious Savior, good and kind, 
Light from Light, from God proceeding, 
Open now our heart and mind; 
Help us by your Spirit’s pleading. 
Hear the cry your people raises; 
Hear and bless our prayers and praises. 
e have found 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Praise to you and adoration! 
Grant that we your Word may trust, 
Confident of our salvation, 
While we here below must wander, 
Till we sing your praises yonder. 
   CW 221:1,3,4 


