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According to which nature is Christ our 
righteousness? 

FC, Article  III:  Justif ication  
 
With Q & A style, the Formula of Concord details the truths of God’s 
Word for the sake of confessional unity, preserving doctrinal purity 
for future generations like ours. To study the Formula of Concord is 
to learn more about our own history.  

 
B a c k g r o u n d  
 
Justification has been called the article of faith by which the Christian church either stands or falls. With it all Christian 
doctrine hangs together. Without it the articles of faith fall like so many dominoes. Knowing the tendency of human 
nature, Luther forecast that this article would not long remain in its simple purity and clarity. Death had barely taken 
him when his predictions began to be fulfilled. The chief perpetrator of the confusion and trouble that arose among the 
Lutherans was Andreas Osiander (1497-1552). To Osiander justification was not an act by which God declares sinners 
righteous but an act by which God gradually makes a person righteous by dwelling in that person. Osiander’s slogan was 
that our justification was “not Christ for us, but Christ in us,” especially Christ’s divine nature. Osiander was also 
confusing the two natures in the Person of Christ and the activity of both natures of Christ in our redemption. After 
Osiander died, other problems surfaced. Franceso Stancarus (an ex-priest from Mantua, Italy) differed with Osiander on 
the question of whether it was the divine nature or the human nature of Christ that effected our redemption. He taught 
that it was the human nature alone. The writers of the Formula of Concord repudiated his ideas along with those of 
Osiander in Article III of the Formula of Concord. 
 
 
T h e  M a i n  Q u e s t i o n  ( “ s t a t u s  c o n t r o v e r s i a e ” )  
 
Our churches unanimously confess on the basis of God’s Word and in accord with the content of the Augsburg Confession 
that we poor sinners become righteous before God and are saved only through faith in Christ, and that therefore Christ 
alone is our righteousness. He is truly God and human because in him the divine and human natures are personally 
united with each other (Jr 23:6; 1 Cor 1:30; 2 Cor 5:21). Because of this confession, the question arose: According to 
which nature is Christ our righteousness? Thus, two mutually contradictory errors emerged in some churches. The one 
party held that Christ is our righteousness only according to his divinity, when he dwells in us through faith. In 
comparison to this divinity which dwells in us through faith, the sins of all human creatures are to be regarded as a drop 
of water compared to a huge sea. On the other side, some have held that Christ is our righteousness before God only 
according to his human nature. (FC, Epitome, Art III) 
 
 
A f f i r m a t i v a  ( t h e  t r u t h s  w e  u p h o l d )  
 

1. Why did Jesus have to be both God and man? 
 

2. Why do we teach that justification is objective? 
 

3. Why do we teach that justification is subjective? 
 

4. Evaluate: The object of faith is more important than faith itself. 
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5. Discuss the difference in the source and certainty of comfort in your connection with God, comparing –  
God declares us “right” vs. God makes us “right”  … Christ’s righteousness imputed to us vs. infused in us 

 
6. Evaluate: We need to be sure our faith is strong so that we can be sure of going to heaven. 

 
7. Why is it important to pay attention to the particulae exclusivae (see Eph 2:8-9) 

 
8. Agree or Disagree: 

____ Those who learn about Jesus will be saved. 
____ Faith is something we do. 
____ Because God’s forgiveness is so wide and free, it is possible for those who consciously, intentionally, and  
 willfully go on sinning to be saved. 
 
 

N e g a t i v a  ( f a l s e  t e a c h i n g s  w e  a r e  a g a i n s t )  
 

1. That Christ is our righteousness only according to the divine nature (vs. Osiander). 
 

2. That Christ is our righteousness only according to the human nature (vs. Stancarus). 
 

3. Agree or Disagree: The fact that Jesus our Savior has personally taken up his dwelling in our hearts is the most 
comforting and reassuring message of Scripture. 
 

4. vs. Osiander’s teaching that Christ dwells in us only by his divine nature. 
 

5. Agree or Disagree: True faith alone saves, but true faith is never alone. (See Jas 2:14,26) 
 

6. That not God himself but only the gifts of God dwell in believers. (See Ga 2:20 for the correct teaching) 
 
7-11. vs. RC errors (see ppt.) 

  
 
“This article on justification by faith (as the Apology says) is the “most important of all Christian teachings,” “without 
which no poor conscience can have lasing comfort or recognize properly the riches of the Christ’s grace.” (FC, Solid 
Declaration Art III,6) 
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Article IV – Good Works 
Are good works necessary for salvation or detrimental to it? Should we talk 

about a believer’s new obedience to God … as necessary or free? 
 

Jesus, your blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress; 
Mid flaming world, in these arrayed, 
With joy shall I lift up my head. 

Lord, I believe your precious blood, 
Which at the very throne of God 
Forever will for sinners plead, 
For me – e’en for my soul – was shed. 

(CW 376:1,3) 


