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Is there a difference between human nature 
and original sin? 

FC, Article  I:  Original Sin  
 
With Q & A style, the Formula of Concord details the truths of God’s 
Word for the sake of confessional unity, preserving doctrinal purity 
for future generations like ours. To study the Formula of Concord is 
to learn more about our own history.  

 
B a c k g r o u n d  
 
In the 1500’s after the death of Martin Luther, troubles arose over the right understanding and statement of the 
doctrine of original sin. Victor Strigel of the Philippist crowd (followers of Philip Melanchthon’s teaching) was a professor 
at the University of Jena. He came to the defense of a University of Leipzig professor who wrote a treatise on the 
freedom of the human will and gave some credit to “human effort” in accomplishing conversion (coming to faith). 
Matthias Flacius opposed him. In a big debate at Weimar, (1560), Strigel said that, though only the Holy Spirit can work 
conversion, a person’s will isn’t merely passive in the process but must in some small way, no matter how feebly, assent 
to and cooperate with the working of the Spirit. Flacius defended the scriptural position but got backed into a corner by 
Strigel on “original sin” Is original sin a part of a human’s “essence” or not? To clarify the true scriptural and Lutheran 
teaching and to combat errors about original sin, Article I of the Formula of Concord was written. 
 
 
W h a t  t h e  B i b l e  s a y s  a b o u t  o r i g i n a l  s i n  
 
Check these passages and define original sin: Gn 8:21; Ps 51:5; Eph 2:1,4; Ro 5:12 
 
 
T h e  M a i n  Q u e s t i o n  ( “ s t a t u s  c o n t r o v e r s i a e ” )  
 
Whether original sin is really, without any distinction, the corrupted nature, substance, and essence of the human 
creature, or indeed the most important and best part of its essence, as the rational soul itself at the height of its 
development and powers? Or whether, even after the fall, there is a distinction between the human substance, nature, 
essence, body and soul, and original sin, in such a way that human nature is one thing and original sin, which is 
imbedded in the corrupted nature and which corrupts this nature, is another? (FC, Epitome, Art I) 
 
 
A f f i r m a t i v a  ( t h e  t r u t h s  w e  u p h o l d )  
 

1. Even after the fall, human nature is a creature of God. But there is a difference between human nature and 
original sin, and “the difference is as great as the difference between the work of God and the work of the 
devil.” 
 

2. If human nature and original sin are equated, that will affect our understanding of other important doctrines 
(teachings) of Scripture. How would an understanding of original sin that conflicts with Scripture affect your 
thinking about: 

- Creation 
- Jesus’ saving work 
- our lives as Christians 
- the resurrection 
- infant baptism 



2 L01: Formula of Concord, Article I – Original Sin 

 

 
Read He 2:14-17. What does this passage tell us about Christ, and what bearing does this have on the “Main 
Question” of this article of the FC? 
 

 Agree or disagree: Original sin is taken away by Christ. 
 

3. Evaluate: All people should strive to reach their potential because all are born with a spark of good. 
 
 
N e g a t i v a  ( f a l s e  t e a c h i n g s  w e  a r e  a g a i n s t )  
 

1. That original is only guilt which results from someone else’s fault and not a corruption of our own nature. 
 

2. That evil desires are not really sinful but just a part of “being human.” 
 

3. Pelagianism (see ppt for definition) 
 

4. That original sin is only a slight smudge that has been smeared on top of human nature, a superficial stain. 
 

5. That original sin is only an external obstacle for our powers of good, not a loss or lack of them. 
 

6. That people have something good in them by nature to initiate a connection to God. 
 

7. Manichaeism (see ppt for definition) 
 

8. That original sin may be in us, but it has not corrupted our human nature. So, God will condemn the sin but not 
the sinner. 

 
9. That original sin and human nature are the same thing. 
 

 
“This controversy regarding original sin is not an idle quarrel. On the contrary, if this teaching is correctly drawn from 
God’s Word and distinguished from all Pelagian and Manichaean errors, then … people will better recognize and praise 
all the more the benefits of the Lord Christ and his precious merit, as well as the gracious work of the Holy Spirit” (FC, 
Solid Declaration, Art I,3). 
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Article II – Free Will 
Does a person have power without the Spirit to prepare themselves for God’s 

grace? Can a person accept the grace of God offered in the gospel on their own? 
 

Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay; 
Death brooded darkly o’er me. 
Sin was my torment night and day; 
In sin my mother bore me. 
Yet deep and deeper still I fell; 
Life had become a living hell, 
So firmly sin possessed me. 

But God beheld my wretched state 
Before the world’s foundation, 
And, mindful of his mercies great, 
He planned my soul’s salvation. 
A Father’s heard he turned to me, 
Sought my redemption fervently; 
He gave his dearest treasure. 

(CW 377:2,4) 


