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⦁ Recall the six parts of Ancient Near Eastern covenant pattern: 

Preamble

Historical prologue

Stipulations

Preservation and re-reading

Call to witnesses

Blessings and curses

What purpose did the last three parts serve?

⦁ Read Deuteronomy 31:9-13 for the preservation and re-reading. One 

wonders how faithfully Israelites kept this requirement of the covenant; see, 

for example, 2 Kings 22:3-13.

DISCUSS: How do New Testament Christians insure that they will receive 

a regular, balanced, diet of the Word of God?

⦁ Read Deuteronomy 30:15-20 for the call to witnesses. Since no power or 

false gods can be greater than the Lord Himself, the Lord called on heaven 

and earth to be His witnesses. 

DISCUSS: How do we harmonize 30:19 with the words we confess in the 

catechism: “I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or 

choosing believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to Him”?

⦁ Skim Deuteronomy 28:1-68 for the blessings and curses. Notice that the 

blessings included (1) a confident relationship with the Lord; (2) decisive 

victories over neighboring nations; and (3) generous blessings in the created 

order. The curses will include (1) a broken relationship with the Lord; (2) 

defeat by neighboring nations; (3) devastation in the created order; and 

ultimately (4) exile from the land.

DISCUSS: Why do you think the list of curses was four times longer than 
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the list of blessings? Is it correct to say that today also God 

blesses obedience with good health, safety, and prosperity in 

this life?

⦁ Read Deuteronomy 18:15-20. This promise was fulfilled in an entire line of 

prophets through the Old Testament, yet the ultimate fulfillment comes in 

Christ. 

In the New Testament, Philip told Nathanael, “We have found the one 

Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also 

wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph” (John 1:45). Jesus told His 

opponents, “If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote 

about me” (John 5:46). Peter said that Jesus was the fulfillment of this 

promise (Acts 3:22-23), as did Stephen (Acts 7:37).

REFLECT: Luther: “This is the chief passage in this whole book and a 

clearly expressed prophecy of Christ as the new Teacher. . . . It 

is [Moses’] purpose to show that in the future there will be 

another priesthood, another kingdom, another worship of God, 

and another word, by which all of Moses will be set aside. Here 

Moses clearly describes his own end, and he yields his master 

to the Prophet who is to come” (AE 9:176).

⦁ Read Deuteronomy 34:1-12. Note the bittersweet tone of Moses’ death and 

the aura of mystery surrounding his burial. Moses’ service to God was 

unparalleled in Old Testament history—until Jesus. 

REFLECT: The law was given through Moses; grace and 

truth came through Jesus Christ (John 1:17).

Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than 

Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor 

than the house itself. For every house is built by someone, 

but God is the builder of everything. Moses was faithful as 

a servant in all God's house," bearing witness to what 

would be spoken by God in the future. But Christ is faithful 

as the Son over God's house (Hebrews 3:3-6).

⦁ Read Luke 9:28-36. Moses and Elijah were the most fitting two men to 

appear with Jesus at His transfiguration. They came to talk with Jesus about 

His departure—His exodus. Luther in his Table Talk was recalled as saying, 

"I won't tolerate Moses because he is an enemy of Christ. If he appears with 

me before the judgment I'll turn him away in the name of the devil and say, 

‘Here stands Christ.’ In the last judgment Moses will look at me and say, 'You 
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have known and understood me correctly” (AE 54:128).

DISCUSS: In reading (rapidly!) through Deuteronomy, what have you 

learned about God’s grace? 

What hard questions do you still have about Deuteronomy or 

other Old Testament issues?

3


